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The Senate met at 11:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Our
guest Chaplain is the Reverend Penel-
ope Swithinbank of The Falls Church
at Falls Church, VA.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, You are the Lord of grace and
courage, of wisdom and truth. You give
these good gifts to those who call on
Your name and You promised to give in
abundance when we ask.

We ask that You will give these gifts
to the Senators today, that they may
be free to think and speak only that
which is right and true, without embit-
tering or embarrassing others, that
they may be united in knowing Your
will and may understand the issues
which face them. Give them courage to
uphold what is right in Your sight, and
integrity in all their words and mo-
tives. May their service be for the
peace and welfare of all.

We ask these things in the name of
Him who is both servant and Lord of
all, Jesus Christ. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY

LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

Senate

SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, today we
will resume executive session to con-
sider Priscilla Owen to be a U.S. circuit
judge for the Fifth Circuit. We have a
lineup of speakers throughout the
afternoon and likely into the evening.
As I have stated previously, if Members
want to debate the nomination, we will
provide them with that opportunity for
debate. We have spent about 26 hours
over the course of 3 days on the Owen
nomination. On Friday, we asked unan-
imous consent to have an additional 10
hours before the vote, but there was an
objection. Because of that objection,
we filed a cloture motion on the nomi-
nation, and that vote will occur tomor-
row. I will be talking to the Demo-
cratic leader as to the exact timing of
that cloture vote.

At 5:30 this evening, Senators should
anticipate a vote on the motion to in-
struct the Sergeant at Arms to request
the presence of Members. This proce-
dural vote is to ensure that Senators
are here for this important debate.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

——
ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, through the
Chair to the distinguished Republican
leader, does the leader have an indica-
tion of when you may be in a position
to indicate how late we would go to-
night?

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, through
the Chair, I expect, because of the large
amount of interest, that we will stay
here until everybody does have that op-
portunity to speak. We will have the
cloture vote, and you and I can discuss
shortly the timing. But likely we will
do the cloture vote possibly late to-
morrow morning. We do want to give
people an opportunity. We have spent

26 hours over the course of 3 days, but
in all likelihood it will be a very late
night tonight.

Mr. REID. And we would continue di-
viding the time?

Mr. FRIST. I think for planning pur-
poses, that has worked out well for the
last 26 hours. If over the course of the
morning and afternoon we jointly
agree, we can continue that as late as
necessary tonight or into the hours of
the morning. As I mentioned, debate
has been very orderly and very con-
structive. We will continue with that
constructive debate over the course of
today and tonight.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF PRISCILLA
RICHMAN OWEN TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR
THE FIFTH CIRCUIT—RESUMED

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session for consider-
ation of Calendar No. 71, which the
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Priscilla Richman Owen, of
Texas, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Fifth Circuit.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, over the
last 3 days, for 26 hours, the Senate has
debated a very simple, straightforward
principle. Qualified judicial nominees,
with the support of the majority of
Senators, deserve a fair up-or-down
vote on the Senate floor. A thorough
debate is an important step in the judi-
cial nominations process.

Debate should culminate with a deci-
sion, and a decision should be expressed
through that up-or-down vote, confirm
or reject, yes or no. The Constitution
grants the Senate the power to confirm
or reject the President’s judicial nomi-
nees. In exercising this duty, the Sen-
ate traditionally has followed a careful
and deliberative process with three key
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